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A Message from the Principal

This information booklet outlines the programs we offer

students at Tootgarook Primary School. Thelandscaped

grounds enhance the spaciousness of the

playground, in which our students are able to

participate in a wide range of play and - sporting

activities. Our schoolyard is open, enabling

clear supervision of students by sta#fiio encourage and \ promote

safe and friendly play. h B T

The schoolvasrebuiltin 2010and our modern buildings feature classrooms  which

are designed for flexible student movemt. This enables teachers to collaborate in teams when
planning a wide range of learning opportunities to cater for the broad range of student levels o
development, learning styles and interests. Our learning environments include art/technology
studios,a kitchen, outside learning courtyards, a Library, a MRiltipose Room, a hall which the
community is encouraged to use and a foreshore classroom at Tootgarook beach.

It is the aim of our school to provide a safe, caring and stimulating learning emerdrin which
all children will have the opportunity to access a quality education through programs designed t
y2i 2yfe@ RS@OSt2L) @82dz2NJ OKAt RQa | OFRSYAO IyR
social and emotional needs. ORICH schoalalues of Respecttegrity, Celebration and éhesty
have been developed by parents, staff and students. These values reflect attitudes and behaviouyrs
necessary for successflgarning andsocial interaction beyond the
schoolyard.Our experiencedeachers implementthe programs
described in this booklet, providingtudents with skills,
knowledge and valugsenabling them to successfully
participate in a rapidly changimgorld.
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Please feel welcome to contact me on 59852864 if you require
further information or wish to make an appointment to discuss our

school and what it has to offer your child. Tours of the school are available at any time convenient

to you and can be arranged on the above number.

Regards,

Wayne Whitworth
Principal
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The school seeks to engage its students in learning that has value and meaning beyond t
instructional context and connects students to the wider community. Children are encouraged t(
develop sekdiscipline and accept responsibility, learn and interagbperatively, take pride in
themselves and their achievements and contribute to the community culture at the school.

As a learning community, TPS is committed to:

x delivering a curriculum focusing on the core competencies of
literacy, numeracy and amderstanding of our world through our integrated units of study
and information communications technology.

x providing the staff and students with a positive working and learning environment in which
they are supported by the Principal and School Council

x providing a safe and secure environment in which students will grow in both autonomy ang
ability to work and play together

x meeting the needs of individual children in the areas of social, emotional, physical an(
intellectual growth

x fostering in each student a strong sense of identitgsponsibility, selesteem and
independence and ensuring that their maximum potential can be realized

x creating relationships with parents that facilitate the exchange of information necessary to
ensurel KS OKAf RQa LINRPINBaao
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Our Programs

PREPS INVESTIGATIVE LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

To assist in the smooth transition between Fehool and school, tHeoundation
(Prep)program features Investigative Learning which involves guided, child dire( &
and adult led play activities. These activities usually relate to an Integrated St
topic which the whole school is studying. Oral Language, Reading, Wr
Numeracy, Thiking, Technological and Social Skills develop and are extended
student participation in this play based learning.

ENGLISEhd MATHEMATICS

TPS follows the strategic and comprehensive approaé&nglisrandMathematicsdevelopment as outlined
in the Victorian Curriculum.

In Englishchildren use THRASS (Teaching Handwriting Reading And Spelling) |a
nationally recognised program for teaching learners about the letters, speech
sounds and spelling choices of English. They are exposed to a wide range of
texts, fiction and noffiction books, poems, songs, rhymes and tales. The
students are encouraged to experiment with writing genres and are provided
with many opportunities to become competent speakers and attentive and
. courteous listeners.

Literacy Intervention offers intensive tuition those students whose literacy skills are slow to develop. This
provides an additional opportunity for children who are having difficulty learning to read and write. Literacy
Intervention complements our literacy program and enables the children to becatheand independent
readers and writers empowargthem to join in the daily literacy activities.

In Numeracylessonsstudents are provided with learning experiences that are challengingyable and
enablethem to achieve a range of purposes. Struets within the grade allow for individual differences
through the provision of opeended tasks. Mathematical concepts and strategies are modelled and
explained usingoncrete materialsNumeracy development is based around hands on problem solving in
whole class and small groups. Skills that can be transferred to real life situations are developed through
engaging maths ideas and strategies.
Parental involvement is welcomed and encouraged in the classroom and we aim to develop a shar¢d
understandingofch f RNBYy Q& t AGSNI Oé |yR ydzYSNI} O& fSINYyAy3o
is appreciated and valued.

INTEGRATED UNITS

Our Integrated UWits of work identify a range of knowledge, skills a
behaviours that are essential to ensuring studente @repared as active
learners and problenrsolvers for success at school and beyond. This str
focuses on ways of thinking, communicating, conceiving and realising idea
information. It assists students to develop the capacity to design, create aaldate processes as a way of
developing creativity and innovation. Through their learning our students form a body of knowledge
associated with ways of seeing the world and distinct methods of exploring, imagining and constructing that
world.

Our task isa equip students for the challenging world of the twedfitgt century and to ensure that students
develop as people who take increasing responsibility for their own physical wellbeing, their own learning),
their own relationships with others and their role the local, national and global community.
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MUSIC

Our Music program at TPS provides students with the experiences and opportunities to develo
their skills and abilities in music and singing. Music lessons are providec
to all students by our specialiséacher. Junior recorder groups are
offered as an introduction to our school band. Lessons in a variety of
instruments are also available. These include saxophone, clarinet, flute,
guitar and drums. Students who participate in our choir and school band
canextend themselves through participation in our district music camp,
cluster band and community performances.

ART

develop skills, confidence and creativity using a varietgroinedia. Student £ &
work is proudly displayed throughout our school and TPS has a proud tradif

of participation and success in local student art shows. Student art is &
displayed at a variety of community forums.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH

Physical Bucation is provided to all students and emphasises the important role that
physical activity, sport and recreation need to play in the lives of all Australians by providin
opportunities for challenge personal growth, enjoyment and fitnesprétmotes involvement ima
manner that reflects awareness that everyone has the right to
participate in a healthy and active lifestyle. It develops students'
confidence in using movement skills and strategies to increase their
motivation to become actie as well as improve their performance and
maintain a level of fitness that allows them to part|(:|pate in physical
activity. Our school participagsA y G K S inoS
I FTOSNI { OK22f [/ 2YYdzy Ade __,"'-“IN\EEIN.]
enables our students to participate in a

variety of activities supervised by a number of
specialist coaches.
TPS has a proud tradition of participation across a wide variety of sporting
activities at various levels. The school competes at iatdiool levels in athletics and cressuntry,
football, netball,swimming, Tball and soccer.

Our Prep students alsoapticipate in the Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) which is designed to
develop their balance and spatial awareness.

A Running Club is held at 8am on Tuesday and Thur3day provides an opportunity for our
students and members of the community to panpiate in a regular fithess activity.
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

Students use Information and Communlcatloecfinologles (ICT) in thelr dally learning as part of
GKSANI LINBLI N GA2Yy G2 LI NIGAOALN §f¢-4' K& _ Wiy
is able to access and utilise the computers in their learning environme¢ . ; '
and experience the role that technology will play in our future. '

All classrooms have Interactive Whiteboards installed. These
students opportunities to participate in a widange of activities on the
internet and interactive activities produced by classroom teachers.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING
KIDSMATTER

KidsMatter is a national primary school mental health initiative. Our school was successful in bei
accepted in the first national intake of fifty schools.
KidsMatter aims to:
x improve the mental health and wellbeing of primary school students
x  reduce memal health problems among students
x achieve greater support and assistance for students at risk or experiencing mental health
problems.
The program focuses on four main components:
x creating a positive school community
x social and emotional learning forngtents
x parenting education and support
x early intervention and for students and families at risk.

BOUNCE BACK

. Students participate in the Bounce Back program to develop resilience, sq
that they are able to cope with adversity and challenges in theislive
Students are taught strategies such as optimighinking, problem
solving, humour and asking for support. This program also introduces
students to strategies enabling them to identify and deal with bullying.

BLUEARTH

Bluearth is a weekly sessiofspecifically designed games, movements and postures that link into
Physical Education. The principles achieve improved social, personal, physical and academic
outcomes, including:

x Inclusive, enjoyable and non threatening learning environment.
x A presumpion that each student has the ability to succeed.
x  Opportunities to allow exploration, creativity and self assessment.
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TRANSISTION PROGRAM

Pre-Schoolto Foundation Prep) Transition Program
Children beginning school at Tootgarook, have the opportutaityarticipate in a wide range of school
experiences during their P1&chool year. The Tootgarook F8ehool, Lyndel Child Care

Centre and Capel Sound Child Care Centres are situated within walking distanc
of the school and this close proximity allows focal PreSchoolers to be
involved in many school activities throughout their kinder year. They
participate in our annual concert, utilise our facilities, such as our impressive

outdoor playground equipment and visit classrooms. The children meet

membersof the school community such as the Principal, Music and Art teachers.

They become familiar with school staff who will facilitate their learning experiences when they begin Prep$

ht RSNJ addzRSyda GKNRdIdAK2dzi GKS a@id2 2 €
this develops a caring and nurturing climate within the school.

35 1y

Information sessions and tours of the school are held in Term 2 to ass
parentswith making an informed decision when choosing a school to meée
the needs of their child and family. Aldaring Terms 2 & 3 oureaping into
LearningProgramcommences, giving Pr&chool children an opportunity to A
participate in early literacy Y Ry dzY SN} O& | Ol A OteaceSEheys A G K |y S| NI
become familiar with thé-oundation (Prepdlassrooms athother areas of the school such as the toilets, Art
and Music rooms.

During TernB &4, enrolled students continue to participate in the Leaping into Learning progr&tareit
Information Meetingis conducted in November for parents who have enrolled their children at Tootgarook
Primary School. Our extensive Transition program intends to giv8dhreolers and families opportunities

to become familiar with the school environment and staff. Thisurn eases the transition to school and
ensuresFoundation Prep students at Tootgarook Primary School quickly settle into classroom routine and
their learning, during February.

Tours of the schoolare available throughout the year. Please phone thhost office to make an
appointment.

YEAR 6 TO YEAR 7 TRANSITION

Students at Tootgarook Primary School begin to prepare for transition to secondary school well before theji

last year at primary school. Throughout their last three years at Tootgarookeaciiers begin to introduce
the — children to organisational skills necessary for successful change to a new learnin
g environment.

During Years 4, 5 & 6, the students are grouped for their Maths and
English lessons according to levels of ability rathen year levels. Their
learning activities are appropriate to their needs and they are taught
organisational skills such as reading timetables, the importance of being
prepared with the appropriate materials, as well as adjusting to a range of
different teachers. Year 5 students visit local secondary schools prior to choosing ¢
school and Year 6 students visit their school of choice for orientation activities.
Secondary school teachers visit our school to give lessons in some secondary school sutieéts s
Languages Other Than English.
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Student Leadership

Our senior students in Years 5 & 6 are encouraged to demonstrate their leadership skills K
nominating for school captain and house captain
positions. These roles include promoting our school
values, leading school assemblies, representing ouss
school at community events and organising whole
school events such as sports days. Junior Schoo
councillors are elected by their peers and represent the
student body. They raise issues and ideas to im@mur school, after discussions

in classrooms. Recommendations made by Junior School Council are the
forwarded for discussion at School Council.

SCHOOL CAMPS

The school prowdes a wide range of camping and outdoor education programs,

Y : y i commencing with asleepover at grade 2. Students in
grades 3 and 4 alternate each year between Somer:
camp & The Briars over three days. Students in grades,
& 6 attend an Urban Camp centred around a visit t
s ; : Melbourne and participate in an educational experience s
related [0 Australlan historguch as Sovereign Hill at BallarBlhese camps occur in
alternative years.

WATER SAFETY & SWIMMING

An intensive two week swimming program is conducted at Rosebud Pool by quallfled |nstruct0|
for Foundation (Prep) Grade 2 TS a4 OK22f Q& &6 A YYA4
over three weeks in preparation for school and District competitions.
water safety and awareness program, including beach activities, bas Y
2y GKS @G@bALIISNI t NR3
Clubs is also conducted on the foreshoof
Port Phillip Bay. Students in grades 5 and 6 also
have the opportunity to participate in th&aithern Peninsula Triathlon
Competition.
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EXTRA CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES

Our school offers a range of extcarricular activities, giving our students further opportunities to
develop their creative, communication and physical skills by broadening
their interests.Before school activities include Running Club and

Breakfast Clubunchtime activities include Chess Club,

Choir, Mobile Library Zumbaand organised team

sporting games.

The Active After Schools Program offers
activities such as Drama, DanceCircus,

Yoga, Photographyarate and Soccer. Milo cricket and juniofootball
training are held on the school oval. Some students also have the
opportunity to participate in the Connections Program which is held
during Terms 2 & 3 at various school campuses in the area. Selected
students participate in activities to exterdeir knowledge of Computers,

The Arts, Literacy and Maths.

SUNSMART

TPS is a SunSmart school and all staff and students use a combination of sun protection measu
during first and fourth terms. Broad brimmed hats are compulsory when

students play or participate in outdoor activities during these specific
times of our shool year. Children are directed to a designated shaded
area if they do not have their hat.

The goals of our SunSmatrt policy are to:

X increase student and community awareness about skin cancer
and sun protection
implement a combination of sun protection rasures in first and fourth terms

x work towards a safe school environment that provides shade for school community
members

x assist students to be responsible for their own sun protection.

BUDDIES

Avyear 5buddy provides your child witadditional supporin his/her first year at school. This
assistance includes specific classroom activities as well as in the playground

during recess and lunchtime. The program develops responsibility and

empathy in our senior students.
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